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PRESS RELEASE
RESORT
Film by Martin Hrubý
UM Gallery, Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague

20. 2. 2015 – 7. 3. 2015

Opening: Thursday 19th February 2015 at 6 pm
"Resort" is a half-hour film on the borders of documentary, fiction and experimental film, dealing with the fate of the former secret recreational resort of the Communist Party in Vystrkov at Orlík Dam. This summer resort near Orlík Dam can be seen in many respects as a three-dimensional chronicle of the political, economic, social and cultural upheavals that have taken place in the Czechoslovak, or more precisely, the Czech environment from the 1950s to the present time.
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This resort, which has long been closed to the outside world, is a place of historical compression. It bears evidence of the collapse of the socialist dream and of the criminality of communist totalitarianism, the exuberant unrestrained and opaque capitalism of the '90s and of the banal catalogue  luxury of present-day. Changes in aesthetic canons, and political, moral and social ideals are encapsulated in the film.

In addition to thoughts on historical transformation, the project seeks to provide a brief report on the exceptional architecture of the resort, suggesting the cultural-political and aesthetic context of its creation. It touches on the thorny issue of the architectural heritage of the communist totalitarian era, the ratio of architecture to ideology, and the relationship between architecture and film imagery.

Among other things, the film tracks the changes in taste, the ever-changing notions of luxury and exclusivity and the different motivation and strategies of managers. The establishment of the Vystrkov complex is associated with a team of architects — prisoners who, in the '50s, were purposefully sentenced to realise several buildings for the communist state. Their greatest project was probably that of the summer leisure resort on the shores of the newly built Orlík Dam. 

Architects, who were among the top in the Czech building industry of those times, designed Vystrkov as a complex of villas in what was called the "Brussels style".
It is, to date, apparently one of the largest villa resorts in Europe. The architecture is one of the few Brussels realisations in private residential architecture.
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After the fall of communism, Vystrkov was divided into several smaller territorial units due to restitution. The villas and central hotel passed over to the newly established democratic state. Post-revolution, they were managed by a number of people. In 1994, Miroslav Provod became Manager of the area; in some opinions, Mafioso and  businessman allied with the incoming Czech underworld. There were several assassination attempts, assaults and threats at Vystrkov during the Provod era; Petr Šebesta, an informant in the case of Radovan Krejčíř, was killed. During the time when Provod administered the area, František Mrázek, Radovan Krejčíř and Vladimír Stehlík, owner of the now bankrupt Poldi Ocel Kladno steel company, allegedly went there for the purposes of recreation. 
In 2011, the whole area was put up for sale. It was purchased by Jiří Červinka, who intends building a luxury wellness resort and yacht marina on the site.  Červinka, a young businessman, operates in the controversial sphere of the gambling industry. His idea is to purge Vystrkov of its negative history. He has started to realise this plan by the reconstruction of the area.

The film, "Resort", deliberately reveals only half of the events and themes, combining them with hints, and not making any claims of providing an exhaustive and objective report. The film does not seek to interfere in the mythical nature of the place, whose "true history" has until now been the subject of speculation, rumour and legend. It presents merely fragmented latent information, deliberately leaving the viewer in doubt.
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This is one of the reasons several cinematographic approaches have been blended within the film. Trusted information becomes a lie, documented information is transformed into fiction and fiction into evidence. The documentary reconstruction borders on a feature film, with the actor at the same time being a witness. All this hybrid formal blending, alienation and transgression is not merely a formal game, but is based on real intrigues, meetings and fates. The Vystrkov resort is a closed complex of villas where most important historical facts, paradoxes and specifics of the time

converge both in reality and by suggestion.
Martin Hrubý is a graduate of the UMPRUM Intermedia Art Studio. The film "Resort" is his thesis.
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