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Paraphrasing the words of the Ame-
rican architect Louis Henry Sullivan ,form
follows function” the emphasis was trans-
ferred from function to material in this pro-
ject. Swapping these words points out the
dangers which lie in designing only in the
virtual world of 3d software, namely the
neglect of the real properties of materi-
als. In order to create design which is not
just a flat response to the formal image of
the object, experiments with materials are
often neccessary. These lead students to

® solutions which make use of the specific . . ®
. A . Natalie Bockova
properties of materials or result in the crea- cotton candy light
tion of a new material altogether.

The aim of this project was therefore
not to find a form that follows trends, but to
find a certain simplicity that would reflect
the materials used. Students themselves
designed simple machines which helped
them to create the product and document-
ed the process of fabrication. Quality de-
sign should not be attractive only because
of the way it looks, as this aspect keeps
changing as quickly as trends do, but it
should not be only a functional item of no
aesthetic value either. Designers influence
the way we perceive the objective world
- ,world of items" not only aesthetically
and from the point of utility, but also ideo-
logically. Contemporary design ranges
from a pragmatic response to everyday
demands all the way to many luxury items
which are based primarily on aesthet-
ics. Which road leads to the synthesis of
the luxurious and the everyday providing
that energy resources are limited? What
does socially responsible design look like?
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them to create the product and document-
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sign should not be attractive only because
of the way it looks, as this aspect keeps
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should not be only a functional item of no
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